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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John W. Olver (D-1st District) and U.S.                Senator Edward M. Kennedy announced today that General Dynamics                Defense Systems in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, is being awarded a                $52,651,249 contract to modernize all 14 of the fire control systems                in the U.S.'s Trident ballistic missile submarines (also known as                the D5 Backfit program). The contract was included in the Defense                Appropriations for Fiscal Year 1999.              

Congressman Olver and Senator Kennedy successfully lobbied the                Chairmen and ranking minority members of the House National Security                and Senate Armed Services committees to ensure funding for the program.                This was an important achievement since there have been efforts                in years past to make substantial cuts to the D5 backfit program.              

"A contract of this magnitude is good for General Dynamics, its                workers, and the local economy.&nbsp; I am pleased that the conferees                on the defense committees maintained their commitment to the backfit                program," Olver said.              

"The men and women who work at General Dynamics in Pittsfield should                be very proud of their work. This contract is a testament to their                hard work and skilled craftsmanship. I am glad I could be of help                in getting this funding for western Massachusetts," remarked Kennedy.              

The contract will provide for fire control production, operational                support, field engineering services and repair and return effort.&nbsp;                The work will be performed in Pittsfield and is expected to be completed                by September 2001. Currently, the submarines are based at King's                Bay, Georgia, and Bangor, Washington.              

For more information on the "backfit" program, please contact Kris                McLaughlin, Director of Communication, General Dynamic Defense Systems:                413-494-7564             
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